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PONTARDAWE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1948,  which  is  presented  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  given  in 
Circular  3/49  (Wales). 

The  statistics  show  that  there  was  no  death  from  maternal 
causes  during  the  year  and  that  the  number  of  deaths  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age  was  less  than  in  previous  years. 
The  improvement  in  the  figures  for  these  types  of  deaths  has 
been  progressive  in  recent  times  throughout  the  country  and  has 
been  most  marked  in  this  District  during  the  post-war  years. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year,  when  they  were  our 
responsibility  the  Welfare  Services  were  maintained  at  the 
best  level  possible  until  vesting  day.  As  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  1 was  able  to  perform  some  effective  work  on  the 
maternity  side  of  these  services  by  ante-natal  examinations  to 
expectant  mothers  and  making  arrangements  for  institutional 
confinement  at  West  Glamorgan  Hospital. 

The  Gellynudd  Isolation  Hospital  was  transferred  to  the 
Hospital  Board  during  the  year  but  continued  to  be  administered 
by  your  Authority.  One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  cases 
were  admitted  to  this  Hospital  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The 
persons  admitted,  a number  of  whom  were  from  the  Ystrad- 
gynlais  Area,  suffered  from  various  infectious  conditions,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  schedule  under  Section  F of  the  Report. 
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The  general  public  health  services  which  are  the  respon- 
sibility of  your  Health  Department  were  under  constant  super- 
i^vision,  and  efforts  made  to  improve  the  services  whenever  it 
was  found  possible.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  housing 
matters,  both  with  respect  to  the  selection  of  Council  tenants 
and  the  repair  of  the  property. 

It  is  my  wish  now  to  thank  the  Department’s  Staff  for 
their  loyal  co-operation  and  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
the  interest  taken  in  public  health  matters  during  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  ALUN  EVANS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee — 

Councillor  William  Williams. 


Public  Health  Olficers 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector 
Do.  do. 
Health  Visitor  ... 

Do.  

Administrative  & Clerical: 

Senior  Assistant 
H.  Wynne  Jones 
Rufus  Thomas 
Elwyn  Lewis 

Consultant  for  Difficult 
Obstetric  Cases 
(1st  half  of  year) 


J.  Alim  Evans,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

leuan  Lewis,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.l. 
(Meat  and  Foods) 

G.  A.  Rees,  M.S.I.A. 

D.  J.  Davies,  M.S.I.A.  (part-year) 

M.  T.  Morgan,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 
(part-year). 

M.  N.  Rees,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 
(part-year). 

John  Rogers 
Mary  E.  Davies 
Marion  Jenkins  (part-year) 

Katie  M.  Thomas  (part-year) 
Gaynor  Jones  (part-year) 

Dr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  M.D.,M.R.C.P., 
F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Gellynudd  Isolation  Hospital 

Medical  Superintendent  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Matron M.  Rhys  Williams, S.R.N.,S.F.R.N. 


Health  Visitors  ( Part-Time ) 

Pontardawe  Nurses  G.  Pryce  and  N.  Davies. 

The  Queen’s  nurses  mentioned  above  performed  the  duties 
of  health  visiting  and  nurses  in  attendance  at  clinics  on  a part- 
time  basis  until  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  powers  of  this 
Authority  were  transferred  to  the  County  Authority  on  the 
5th  July. 

Midwives 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council,  being  the  Supervising 
Authority,  controls  all  the  midwives  practising  within  the 
District. 
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SECTION  A— STATISTICS 


Area  as  given  on  Ordnance  Maps  ...  ...  34,969  acres 

* Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population  ...  32,760 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £128,898 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate...  ...  ...  £481 

Birth-rate  per  R.G.’s  birth  figures  : 16*9  per  1,000  estimated 

civilian  population 

Live-birth  rate  per  R.G.’S  birth  figures  : 1 6*5  per  1,000  estimated 

civilian  population 


Still-birth  rate  per  R.G.’s  still-birth  figures  : 25*3  per  1,000  live 

and  still-births. 

Death-rate  : 11*8  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 


Deaths 


No.  29  Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive 


Sepsis  Nil 

No.  30  Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  Nil 
Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  of  age  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  37*1 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  32*3 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  250*0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  62 

„ Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

„ Whooping  Cough  ... 

(all  ages)  ...  4 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age)  ...  1 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 
per  Registrar- 
General’s  figures 

Nil 

Nil 


Report  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

The  supervision  of  the  factories  functioning  within  the 
District  in  so  far  as  they  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Authority  was  maintained  throughout  the  year.  Where  defects 
were  found  instructions  were  given  to  effect  the  necessary 
improvements. 


Further  particulars  appertaining  to  these  factories  are 
given  in  the  detailed  schedule  included  in  this  Report. 
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■Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 
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PART  VIII.  OUTWORK  SECTIONS  110  and  111. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1948,  CLASSIFIED  BY  AGES, 

CAUSES  AND  LOCALITIES. 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1948 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Nett  Deaths  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year. 
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^ St  St  St  St 

St 

Prematurity  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Marasmas  

Congenital  Hydro- 
cephalus with  Spina 
Bifida  and  Menin- 
gocele 

Congenital  Intestinal 
Obstruction 

Influenza  

Hydramnios 

TOTALS  ...  f 

l— A 

DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE,  1948 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

( 

Asphyxia  due  to  Acci- 
dental Overlaying 

1 

1 

Inattention  at  Birth  ... 

1 

... 

1 

Hypostatic  Pneumonia 
(fr.  femur) 

2 

1 

1 

Suffocation  following 
Accidental  Fire 

4 

3 

7 

Abortion  following 
Accidental  Fall 

1 

1 

Burns  and  Fractured 
Femur  following 
Colliery  Explosion 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Exposure  to  Cold 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Totals 

7 

7 

9 

2 

2 

1 

SUICIDE, 

1948 

Male 

Female 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

Asphyxia  due  to  Coal 
Gas  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Hanging  

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ROAD  TRAFFIC  ACCIDENTS,  1948 


Male 

Female 

Cly- 

Pontar- 

Ystaly- 

G.C.G. 

dach 

dawe 

fera 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

••• 

1 

1 

14 


DEATHS  IN  VARIOUS  MONTHS,  1948 


^ Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

JANUARY  ' 

11 

8 

19 

FEBRUARY  

13 

20 

33 

MARCH  

24 

8 

32 

APRIL  

21 

10 

31 

MAY  

15 

11 

26 

JUNE  

17 

18 

35 

JULY  

21 

20 

41 

AUGUST 

14 

11 

25 

SEPTEMBER  

21 

14 

35 

OCTOBER  

18 

16 

34 

NOVEMBER  

21 

18 

39 

DECEMBER  

27 

9 

36 

TOTALS  ... 

223 

163 

386 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  for  this  Authority  are  mainly 
examined  by  the  City  and  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  but  there 
is  also  an  arrangement  where  in  special  cases  of  urgency 
specimens  are  examined  by  the  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea. 

Milk  and  water  samples  and  those  for  other  foods  continue 
to  be  sent  to  the  Cardiff  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination and  chemical  analysis.  During  the  year  milk  tests 
were  also  made  at  the  small  laboratory  attached  to  Ynisderw 
House. 

Samples  taken  : 

Water  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations  ...  ...  20 

Chemical  Analyses  ...  ...  ...  12 

Milk  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations  34 

Resazurin  Test  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Sewage  : 

Sewage  Analyses 24 

Effluent  Analyses  24 
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Copies  of  the  results  of  sewage  and  effluent  samples  taken 
from  the  Council’s  sewage  farms  were  received  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


( b ) Hospitals 

(1)  Gwrhyd  Small-pox  Hospital 

The  Hospital  mentioned  above  continued  to  be  kept  on  the 
care  and  maintenance  basis  for  the  first  half  of  the  year.  It 
was  not  accepted  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
hospital  purposes  and  therefore,  since  the  appointed  day  for 
the  National  Health  Act,  the  caretakers  are  merely  looking 
after  the  buildings  for  the  Council. 


(2)  Gellynudd  Isolation  Hospital 

This  institution  was  transferred  to  the  Hospital  Board  on 
the  5th  July,  but  continued  to  be  administered  by  your 
Authority  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 


The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  suffering  from  various 
diseases  was  178. 


Cases  admitted  from  the  Ystradgynlais  Rural  District  for 
treatment  in  accordance  with  a previous  arrangement  are 
included  in  the  figure  given. 


(3)  Prince  of  Wales  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Cardiff. 

The  arrangements  for  admitting  cases  to  this  hospital  were 
in  force  for  the  first  half  of  the  year.  It  did  not  become 
necessary  to  admit  any  cases  during  that  period. 


(4)  West  Glamorgan  Hospital. 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  were  admitted  to  this 
hospital  for  confinement  on  the  authority  of  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  period  1st  January  to  5th  July. 
The  number  given  is  much  in  excess  of  the  figure  for  previous 
years  because  the  onus  for  selecting  all  cases  for  admission  for 
confinement  was  placed  on  myself. 
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( c ) Ambulance  Facilities 


Persons  suffering  from  infectious  conditions  and  needing 
institutional  treatment  were  conveyed  - in  the  ambulance 
attached  to  the  Gellynudd  Isolation  Hospital.  This  also 
applied  to  cases  from  the  Ystradgynlais  District. 


The  other  cases  occurring  in  the  District  and  needing  the 
services  of  an  ambulance  were  conveyed  in  ambulances  con- 
trolled by  various  organisations  during  the  first  part  of  the 
year  and  afterwards  in  ambulances  controlled  by  the  County 
Authority. 


(d)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Nursing  Associations  functioning  within  the  District 
were  responsible  for  the  duties  of  home  nursing  until  5th  July. 
The  Council  made  grants  to  these  organisations  for  the  services 
rendered  by  their  nurses. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  duties  falling  to  your  Council  as  a Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Authority  were  transferred  to  the  County 
Council  on  the  5th  July  of  this  year,  therefore  the  information 
given  in  this  section  of  the  Report  deals  with  the  position  for 
the  year  up  to  that  date. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  maintained  in  Clydach, 
Pontardawe,  Godrergraig,  Ystalyfera,  Cwmllynfell  and  Gwaun- 
caegurwen.  These  centres  were  open  on  a sessional  basis  every 
week  or  fortnight  according  to  the  needs  of  the  particular 
villages. 


Sub-Committee  Reports  of  Children  attending  Clinics 


The  Clinic  Secretaries  submitted  monthly  reports  for  their 
particular  clinics.  These  reports  showed  that  the  number 
attending  did  not  show  a marked  difference  from  that  of  the 
corresponding  periods  of  previous  years. 
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Sub-Committee  Applications 


Arrangements  were  made  with  the  County  and  other 
Authorities  for  the  examination  and  where  necessary  the 
treatment  of  the  cases  mentioned  below. 


Cases  oj 
Special 
Nourishment 

Dental 

Cases 

Ortho- 

paedic 

Cases 

Ear , 

Nose  and 
Throat  Cases 

Ophthalmic 

Cases 

Home 

Helps 

1 

6 

12 

7 

5 

Nil 

Other 

Treatment 

13 

It  is  thought  that  the  early  care  and  treatment  of  these 
cases  possibly  prevented  permanent  physical  or  mental  injury. 


Distribution  of  Vitamin  Supplements  and  National 
Dried  Milk 


The  table  given  below  shows  the  quantities  of  the  various 
products  issued. 


Centre 

National 
Dried  Mi  Ik 
(Tins) 

Cod  Liver 
Oil 

(Bottles) 

Vitamin 

Tablets 

(Packets) 

Oranpe 

Juice 

(Bottles) 

Clydach  

3,040 

659 

152 

2,274 

Craigcefnparc 

651 

159 

13 

322 

Cwmllynfell 

368 

281 

63 

942 

Godrergraig 

355 

100 

4 

229 

Gwauncaegurwen 

2,527 

700 

144 

2,342 

Pontardawe 

7,935 

1,573 

14 

75 

Trebanos  

62 

80 

496 

5,815 

Ystalyfera  

1,176 

378 

89 

1,333 

Mond  Nickel  Co. 

13 

2 

57 

Schools  

648 

2,478 

TOTALS 

16,114 

4,591 

977 

15,867 

The  figures  given  represent  the  total  distribution  made  in 
co-operation  with  the  Local  Food  Office. 
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Milk  and  Other  Foods 

Dried  foods  of  various  brands  were  sold  at  the  Clinic 

♦ Centres  for  near  cost  price.  The  sale  of  these  products  supplied 
a need,  for  the  practice  helped  in  cases  where  the  family 
incomes  were  over  the  scales  for  a free  supply  and  yet  were 
insufficient  to  meet  without  some  sacrifice  the  full  cost  of  the 
special  nourishment  that  was  needed. 


Ante-Natal  Scheme 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  examined  for  the  Council 
by  General  Practitioners  was  100. 

During  the  period  up  to  5th  July,  236  expectant  mothers 
were  received  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  attached  to  Ynisderw 
House.  The  total  visits  made  by  these  cases  was  666. 

The  attendance  at  this  Clinic  which  was  open  for  two 
sessions  per  week,  fully  justified  the  contention  made  in  earlier 
years  that  there  was  great  need  for  an  ante-natal  clinic  in  the 
District. 


Health  Visiting  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  age. 

Visits  were  paid  by  Health  Visitors  to  the  homes  of  all 
young  children  of  pre-school  age  as  is  shown  below. 

To  children  under  1 year  of  age — Total  visits,  2,424. 

To  children  between  the  age  of  1 and  5 years — Total 
visits,  2,529. 

The  Health  Visitors  visited  the  homes  of  newly-born 
infants  as  soon  as  notification  was  received  so  that  young 
mothers  could  obtain  expert  advice  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 


Infantile  Mortality 


Twenty  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Area  during  the  year 
of  children  under  1 year  of  age.  This  figure  was  appreciably 
less  than  that  for  the  previous  year.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  for  the  District  for  the  year  was  37- 1 per  1,000  live  births. 
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Maternity  Accommodation. 

The  113  cases  admitted  to  the  West  Glamorgan  Hospital 
for  confinement,  where  we  were  allocated  20  beds  per  month, 
were  selected  on  the  basis  of  the  most  needy  from  home  con- 
ditions, ill-health  and  complications.  Other  expectant  mothers 
from  the  area  made  their  own  arrangements  for  confinement 
and  were  confined  at  various  hospitals  and  nursing  homes. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  recorded  from  maternal  causes 
during  the  year. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants  and  Illegitimate  Children 

(a)  Premature  Infants 

The  Health  Visitors  gave  special  attention  to  all  children 
prematurely  born.  The  information  which  enabled  them  to 
pay  these  visits  was  sent  to  them  as  soon  as  the  notification  of 
the  birth  was  received  or  the  child  returned  home  from  an 
institution  with  the  mother  after  confinement. 

The  total  number  of  children  notified  as  being  not 
more  than  5|  lbs.  in  weight  at  birth  was  13. 

( b ) Illegitimate  Children 

Special  consideration  was  given  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  in  cases  of  illegitimacy,  and  the 
Health  Visitors  were  advised  to  give  all  possible  assistance  to 
such  cases. 

Supply  of  Sheets  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Priority  Dockets  which  granted  priority 
to  expectant  mothers  in  the  matter  of  obtaining  bed  sheets  were 
issued.  The  total  number  granted  was  687. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  duties  of  immunising  children  against  diphtheria  were 
transferred  to  other  Authorities  on  5th  July.  At  the  time  of 
transfer  the  approximate  percentage  of  children  immunised 
between  1 and  5 years  was  67%,  and  that  for  children  between 
5 and  15  years,  73%. 
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Puerperal  Fever 

There  were  no  cases  of  puerperal  fever  reported. 

6 Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  notifications  were  received  of  this  disease. 

Child  Life  Protection 

(Sections  206  to  220  Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

It  did  not  become  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
sections  quoted  above. 

Domestic  Cleanliness  and  Personal  Hygiene 

The  importance  of  good  personal  habits,  cleanliness,  and 
the  need  for  ensuring  that  their  young  children  were  free  from 
verminous  conditions  was  stressed  upon  mothers  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  Measures  with  these  purposes  in  mind  were  also  taken 
at  the  Infant  Centres  by  the  issue  of  pamphlets  and  the  giving 
of  health  talks. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Water 

The  Cray  Reservoir  supplies  the  main  bulk  of  the  water 
consumed  in  the  District.  It  is  supplemented  by  a large  number 
of  tanks  and  springs  situated  throughout  the  District  maintained 
by  and  under  the  control  of  the  Council. 

(1)  The  water  supplied  from  all  sources  is  such  as  to  give 
a constant  supply  to  the  District’s  inhabitants,  and  is  satisfactory 
(a)  in  quality  and  ( b ) in  quantity. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical  analyses 
of  raw  water  were  made  and  of  water  going  into  supply  after 
treatment.  A survey  of  the  water  supplies  was  made  and  the 
schedule  which  is  given  in  this  section  of  this  Report  shows  the 
type  of  water  which  is  going  into  supply. 

(3)  In  cases  where  there  was  suspicion  of  any  kind  of 
contamination  a report  was  made  to  the  Council’s  Surveyor  in 
order  that  he  might  take  suitable  action. 

(4)  A system  of  stand  taps  is  not  now  maintained  in  the 
District  as  the  vast  majority  of  premises  have  been  connected 
to  the  Council’s  various  water  supplies. 
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SURVEY  OF  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 
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Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams 

Throughout  the  year  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to 
industrial  concerns  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  possible 
sources  of  pollution  to  rivers  and  streams.  Where  it  was 
found  there  was  a possibility  of  the  various  waterways  being 
affected,  suggestions  were  made  to  the  managements  of  these 
undertakings  with  the  view  of  improving  the  nature  of  the 
effluent  discharged. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 
(a)  Disinfestation — 

Number  of  (1)  Council  Houses  (1)  Infested  5 

(2)  Disinfested  5 

Number  of  (2)  Other  Houses  (1)  Infested  11 

(2)  Disinfested  1 1 


(b)  Methods  employed  for  Disinfesting  Houses. 

Where  it  was  established  that  a house  was  infested  the 
furniture  and  woodwork  was  cleansed,  the  walls  stripped  of 
wall  paper  and  sprayed  with  insecticide. 

In  cases  where  it  was  found  necessary,  the  clothing  was 
taken  to  the  station  attached  to  the  Gellynudd  Isolation 
Hospital  for  treatment. 

A free  supply  of  D.D.T.  in  powder  and  liquid  form  was 
made  available  to  the  general  public  in  order  to  encourage  their 
help  in  reducing  prevalence  of  infestations. 
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Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent 


The  copies  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  from  your  . , 
Council's  sewage  farms  showed  no  marked  difference  from  those 
of  previous  years,  and  in  the  main  were  fairly  satisfactory, 
showing  a sewage  of  moderate  strength  and  an  effluent  fairly 
efficiently  purified. 


Development  of  Sewerage  Schemes 

The  Council’s  post  war  plans  for  the  extension  of  their 
sewerage  schemes  to  outlying  villages  were  developed  during 
the  year.  The  Garnswllt  Sewerage  Scheme  in  the  Parish  of 
Mawr  was  completed  and  much  progress  was  made  with  the 
Rhiwfawr  Sewerage  Scheme  in  the  Parish  of  Llanguicke. 


SECTION  D.— HOUSING 

House  Inspection 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  undertook  routine  inspections  of 
houses  in  various  parts  of  the  District  for  the  purpose  of  abating 
overcrowding  and  nuisances  arising  from  sanitary  defects. 
Details  relating  to  these  inspections  and  the  action  taken  are 
shown  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  this  Report. 

The  appointment  of  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  enabled  added  attention  to  be  given  to  the 
problems  arising  under  this  and  other  headings. 
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Re-Housing  Progress 


The  serious  shortage  of  houses  in  the  District  constitutes 
a grave  problem,  and  therefore  continues  to  cause  much 
anxiety.  Many  difficulties  of  an  hygienic  or  other  environ- 
mental nature  arise  through  inadequate  housing,  and  subse- 
quently bring  ill-health  and  much  unhappiness  to  the  community. 

It  is  my  view  that  every  priority  should  be  given  to  housing 
matters  involving  the  question  of  essential  repairs  to  existing 
property  and  the  construction  of  new  houses,  which  should  be 
so  designed  as  to  enable  some  measure  of  relief  to  be  given  to 
the  varied  types  of  families  constituting  the  District’s  population. 


Allocation  of  the  Council’s  Houses  under  the  Points 

Scheme 

Since  1946  your  Council  has  under  the  Points  Scheme 
adopted  at  that  date,  and  modified  from  time  to  time  in  the  light 
of  experience,  re-housed  221  families.  The  Schedules  published 
in  this  section  of  the  Report,  giving  some  particulars  of  those 
re-housed  up  to  the  end  of  1948  and  those  re-housed  during 
1948  only,  show  that  we  were  able  to  be  of  service  to  many 
types  of  families  and  consequently  to  my  mind  proves  the 
efficacy  and  rightfulness  of  your  present  practice. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  RE-HOUSED.  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Notes 

1 re-housed  in 
B.  & M.  Ward 

2 re-housed  in 
B.  & M.  Ward 

1 re-housed  in 
Clydach 

1 re-housed  in 
Caegurwen 
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2 


Housing  Applications 


Despite  the  number  shown  to  have  been  re-housed  and  the  ^ 
progress  in  building  construction,  the  number  of  applications  * ' 
on  the  waiting  list  was  over  1,200.  The  majority  of  these  were 
without  separate  homes  and  many  live  in  disturbing  conditions. 
Investigations  revealed  that  very  many  problems  arise  from 
apartment  life,  and  experience  shows  that  it  is  responsible  for 
much  human  distress.  The  aim  of  a separate  home  for  each 
family  is  commended  to  your  Council,  for  your  housing  problem 
will  remain  until  it  has  been  largely  achieved. 


Housing  Survey 

The  Housing  Survey  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the 
Minister  was  completed  during  the  year.  Details  of  this  work 
can  be  found  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  the 
Report. 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 


SUMMARY  OF  MILK  PRODUCERS,  Etc. 


Trade 

Pa 

rish  of 

Sources 

from 

Outside 

Area 

Total 

Regis- 

tered 

Rhyndwy- 

clydach 

Llan- 

guicke 

Cily- 

bebyll 

Ynisy- 

mond 

Mawr 

Producers  

29 

54 

12 

7 

52 

6 

160 

Producer — Retailers  ... 

18 

42 

20 

10 

14 

18 

122 

Retailers  

7 

15 

1 

... 

1 

6 

30 

Cowkeepcrs  

1 

4 

1 

2 

... 

... 

8 

TOTALS 

55 

115 

34 

19 

67 

30 

320 

30 


Milk  Supply 


The  farms  situated  in  the  District,  and  registered  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  milk,  numbered  258. 


The  summary  shown  above  gives  the  distribution  of  the 
various  types  associated  with  production  and  distribution  and 
also  shows  the  number  of  milk  sources  from  outside  the 
area. 


Milk  Samples 


In  order  that  the  significance  of  milk  sampling  and  testing 
can  be  appreciated  the  results  of  samples  examined  at  the 
various  laboratories  are  shown  in  the  manner  given  below. 


Group 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

°/ 

/o 

Satis- 

factory 

Total  taken — All  Classes  

758 

619 

139 

81-5 

City  and  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 
Bacteriological  Examination  

34 

22 

12 

64-7 

Samples  taken  by  Inspectors  and  tested 
at  Ynisderw  House  Resazurin  Test 

164 

128 

36 

78-0 

Samples  taken  by  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Officials  and  tested  at  Swansea  Area 
Laboratory  Resazurin  Test  

560 

469 

91 

83-9 

....  ^ samples  taken  to  be  examined  for  tubercle 

bacilli  were  found  to  be  negative. 


In  the  cases  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained 
repeated  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  and  advice  given  on 
e precautions  necessary  in  order  to  improve  the  respective 
supplies  Where  possible  your  Officers  co-operated  with  those 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  these  matters,  to  whom  we 

ArerUboltory.SUPP  yl”g  fiSUreS  rdating  to  the  Swansea 
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Food  Poisoning 


In  the  course  of  the  year  there  was  occasion  to  investigate 
an  outbreak  of  gastric  trouble  in  Rhydyfro.  These  investigations 
were  undertaken  in  co-operation  with  Officers  of  the  Cardiff 
Emergency  Laboratory  and  the  outbreak  traced  to  a milk 
supply.  The  customary  precautions  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection  were  taken,  and  these  proved  successful. 
The  details  required  in  accordance  with  Circular  3/49  (Wales) 
are  given  below. 


Total 

Number  of 
Outbreaks 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Organisms  or  Other 
Agents  responsible 
with  Number  of 
outbreaks  of  each 

Foods  involved  with 
Number  of  out- 
breaks of  each 

1 

14 

Nil 

Salmonella  Aertrycke 

Milk  Supply 

(One  producer/ 

retailer) 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  following  particulars  relating  to  samples  given  and 
action  taken  have  been  supplied  by  Superintendent  Charles 
Pugh,  of  the  Gower  Police  Division.  It  is  now  desired  to 
thank  him  for  his  co-operation  in  submitting  a list  so  that 
details  can  be  incorporated  in  this  Report. 


New  Milk 

...  12 

Vinegar  

1 

Butter 

...  1 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

Margarine 

...  1 

Pom  Potato  Powder  ... 

1 

Cooking  Fat  ... 

...  1 

Raising  Powder 

1 

Saxa  Salt 

...  1 

Barley  Crystals 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

...  2 

Lemon  Flavouring 

1 

Mixed  Pickles... 

...  1 

Lemon  Squash... 

1 

Sauce  

...  1 

Stuffing  

1 
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The  samples  were  collected  at  Pontardawe,  Clydach, 
Ystalyfera,  Godregraig  and  Ynismudw,  and  of  the  28  samples 
taken,  27  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  of  the 
required  standard. 


Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  offender  in  the 
one  case. 


SECTION  F.  — PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  FOR 
EACH  MONTH,  1948 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

>> 

2 

5 

8 

7 

"i 

June 

July 

August  | 

September 

October 

November 

December 

-J 

< 

H 

O 

H 

132 

142 

82 

5 

26 

10 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 
Diphiheria  ... 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas  

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

25 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

10 

2 

' 1 
1 

13 

1 

1 

"4 

1 

7 

9 

5 

1 

5 

3 

7 

16 

6 

2 

1 

16 

19 

3 

"i 

1 

1 

2 

15 

32 

3 

"i 

51 

7 

19 

1 

"2 

1 

12 

10 

2 

1 

8 

8 

42 

1 

3 

7 

16 

11 

1 

i 

TOTALS 

34 

14 

20 

30 

24 

1 

32  .44 

30 

25 

62 

1 

36 

1 

402 
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SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
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LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1948 


<N  O 
10  oo 


35 


Males 

Females 


LIST  OF  DIPHTHERIA  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1948 


Age  Groups 

Total 

X 

c n 

Ward  or  P; 

VRISH 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths  ; 

sz 

o 

T3 

u 

c 

<D 

C 

.o 

15 

O 

u. 

£ 

c$ 

, v 

</>  c 

'5  § 

— -o 

2 

d 

tgp 

■u  2 
o & 
O u 

w V 

Fx 

i GO 

is  c 

C 

i <u 
V > 

a > 
U B 

GO 

0—  1 

1 

M 

1 

1 

... 

F 

... 

1—  2 

1 

M 

1 

i 

... 

F 

2—  3 

M 

F 

. . . 

3—  4 

1 

M 

i 

1 

1 

F 

i 

1 

4—  5 

M 

F 

5—10 

M 

F 

10—15 

M 

F 

15—25 

i 

M 

i 

1 

F 

25—35 

M 

F 

35—65 

M 

F 

65  and 

M 

Over 

F 

Totai  s 

5 

... 

i 

l 

i 

2 

... 

5 

Males  4 

Females  1 

Total  ...  5 


SCABIES  AND  MINOR  AILMENTS 

The  number  of  cases  treated  under  this  heading  by  the 
part-time  nurse-in-charge  at  the  cleansing  station  attached  to 
Ynisderw  House  was  33.  These  cases  were  sent  to  the  centre 
by  General  Practitioners,  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  officers 
of  the  County  Council. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


AGES 

NEW 

CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respi 

ratory 

Non- 

Respitarory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 — 5 years 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

5-15  „ 

1 

1 

. . . 

... 

15—25  „ 

3 

13 

7 

3 

2 

. . . 

25—35  „ 

6 

6 

i 

2 

3 

3 

1 

35-45  „ 

6 

3 

... 

1 

3 

2 

. . . 

45—55  „ 

7 

1 

l 

4 

1 

55-65  „ 

6 

4 

1 

. . . 

65  and  upwards 

3 

i 

1 

1 

Totals 

31 

24 

3 

12 

18 

10 

... 

1 

Rate  oflncidence  of  New  Cases-2T2  per  1,000  civilian  population 
Death  Rate  from  this  Disease  0-88  per  1,000  civilian  population 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

131 

126 

257 

46 

48 

94 

351 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 1 0*64  per  1,000  civilian  population. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  and 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

141 

141 

282 

47 

58 

105 

387 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 1T73  per  1,000  civilian  population. 
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CANCER  DEATHS 
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NUMBER  VACCINATED  IN  THE  DISTRICT 
DURING  FIRST  TWO  QUARTERS  OF  1948 


$ 


Pontardawe 

Clydach 

Ystalyfera 

Gwauncae- 

gurwen 

Total 

Quarter  31/3/1948 

13 

24 

. . . 

37 

„ 30/6/1948 

5 

4 

4 

50 

63 

TOTAL 

18 

28 

4 

50 

100 

RAINFALL  IN  1948- AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest 
24  hoi 

fall  in 
trs 

Number  of  days  with 
•01  or  more  recorded 

INCHES 

DATE 

INCHES 

January  

13-73 

11/1/48 

2-43 

27 

February  

3-97 

6/2/48 

1-02 

17 

March 

5-22 

1/4/48 

1-80 

13 

April  

3-06 

3/4/48 

•51 

15 

May  

4-16 

4/5/48 

L55 

12 

June  

7-36 

7/6/48 

1-34 

22 

July 

3-86 

21/7/48 

•76 

15 

August  

9-39 

3/8/48 

1"62 

19 

September 

8-76 

3/9/48 

1-81 

21 

October  

6-14 

25/10/48 

1 -06 

21 

November 

5-00 

4/1 1/48 

•71 

18 

December 

13-58 

3/12/48 

2-61 

18 

TOTALS 

84-23 

218 

Rain  Gauge 

Diameter  of  Funnels — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top— Above  ground,  1 foot,  6 inches. 

Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT, 

1948 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1948. 

This  year  has  been  marked  mainly  by  the  extended  action 
made  possible  by  post-war  recovery  in  certain  fields  of  work 
where  curtailment  became  necessary  during  the  war  years. 

The  Report  indicates  that  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  to  implement  the  findings  of  the  Housing 
Survey  by  closing  premises  unlit  for  human  habitation.  While 
the  houses  closed  during  the  year  represent  only  2%  of  the 
minimum  number  of  houses  requiring  closure  in  the  area,  it  is 
nevertheless  an  encouraging  indication  that  the  complete  elim- 
ination of  the  remainder  will  be  accomplished  in  due  course. 

Two  new  refuse  lorries  were  delivered  during  the  year,  one 
to  Ystalyfera,  in  April,  and  the  other  to  Gwauncaegurwen,  in 
October.  The  delivery  of  these  two  vehicles  has  finally  resulted 
in  a complete  replacement  of  the  pre-war  fleet  and  it  is  now 
possible  to  consider  the  implementation  of  your  Council’s  plan 
for  an  extended  direct  labour  collection.  Both  vehicles  have 
covered  steel  bodies  for  dustless  loading  and  are  identical  with 
existing  vehicles  in  the  fleet. 

Food  inspection  and  catering  premises  generally  received 
customary  attention.  A satisfactory  increase  was  evident  in 
the  number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  who  conformed  with 
the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  as  regards  plant 
and  premises. 

Action  has  been  possible  during  the  year  to  improve 
working  conditions  in  Shop  Premises  under  the  Shops  Acts. 

The  appointment  of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  has  enabled  new  work  to  be  undertaken 
where  hitherto  routine  duties  only  were  possible. 

Inspections  for  the  Year  1948 

(a)  All  types  of  premises  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  

( b ) Infectious  Diseases 

(c)  Farms,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  Milkshops,  etc.  ... 

(a)  Factories  and  Workplaces 
(e)  Verminous  Premises 

(/)  Miscellaneous  (including  Food  Stores  and  Butchers’ 

Shops)  

(g)  Inspections  under  Infestation  Order,  1943 

(h)  Inspections  under  Shops  Acts,  1912-38 


2,908 

136 

191 

63 

58 

254 

198 

418 
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Public  Cleansing 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  means  of  direct  labour  in 
the  main  population  centres,  and  by  contract  in  outlying  areas. 
A decentralised  continuous  system  of  collection  is  employed 
in  preference  to  centralised  relay  as  being  more  suited  to 
the  area. 


O')  Direct  Labour  Organisation 

Area  Vehicle  Body  Type  Personnel 


Pontardawe  ...  Bedford  2/3-ton  Lorry  ...  Refuse  3 

Clydach  ...  ...  Ford  2/3-ton  Lorry  ...  Refuse  3 

Gwauncaegurwen  ...  Bedford  2/3-ton  Lorry  ...  Refuse  3 

Ystalyfera  ...  ...  Bedford  2/3-ton  Lorry  ...  Refuse  3 

Salvage  (General)  ...  Bedford  5-ton  Lorry  ...  Open  3 

Refuse  Tip  Attendants  2 

TOTAL  ...  17 


00  Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  collected  by  direct  labour  is  disposed  of  at  tips 
owned  or  rented  by  the  Council.  The  disposal  points  are 
sited  so  that  long  hauls  are  avoided.  All  tips  are  located 
within  easy  reach  of,  but  outside  centres  of  population. 


Collection  Area 
Pontardawe  ... 

Clydach 
Ystalyfera 
Gwauncaegurwen 
Cwmllynfell  ... 
Alltwen  and  Rhos 
Craigcefnparc  ... 


Disposal  Site 

...  Bryn  Works  and  Carreg-yr-Afon 
Tips 

...  Penybanc  Tip 

...  Alltygrug  & Carregyrafon  Tips 

...  Brynamman  Tip 

...  Bryn  Tip 

...  Glyndole  Tip 

...  Rhyddwen  Common 
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Land  reclamation  is  still,  where  possible,  the  keynote  of  the 
disposal  system.  It  is  hoped  to  extend  the  policy  to  low-lying 
valley  sites  where  occasional  flooding  renders  the  land  at 
) present  unusable. 

(///)  Contracts 

Collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  by  contract  is  effected 
at  Cwmllynfell,  Garnswllt,  Velindre,  Craigcefnparc,  Rhydy- 
pandy,  Alltwen  and  Rhos,  Ynysymond  and  Fforestgoch. 


Your  Council  has  approved  the  elimination  of  contract 
collection  in  the  Alltwen  and  Rhos,  Ynysymond,  Craigcefnparc 
and  Rhydypandy  districts,  and  the  initiation  of  a direct  labour 
motorised  collection  in  place  of  these  contracts.  The  new 
service  will  commence  when  delivery  of  a new  vehicle  is  made. 


(z'v)  Salvage 

Paper  collection-  has  continued  during  the  year  but  yield 
has  diminished  to  the  point  of  rendering  collection  uneconomical. 
A total  of  57f  tons  of  paper  was  this  year  despatched  to  the 
paper  mills. 


( b ) Night  Soil  Removal 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  Contractors  in  the  following 
areas  : — 


Area 


No.  of  Pails  Removed 
during  year  1948 


Cilybebyll 

Rhydyfro 

Rhiwfawr 


10,222 

6,628 

5,956 

4,460 

809 


Ynysymond  ... 
Craigcefnparc 


28,075 


Number  of  pails  renewed — 124. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 


Inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  year  of 
factories  and  workplaces  falling  within  the  purview  of  the  above 
Act.  As  a “District  Council”  within  the  Act  your  authority 
has  the  responsibility  of  ensuring  the  adequacy  and  efficiency 
of  ventilation,  drainage,  cleanliness  and  temperature  in  non- 
power factories  and  works.  Action  has  been  taken  as  indicated 
in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report  to  remedy  unsatis- 
factory conditions.  Liaison  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspectors 
of  Factories,  and  matters  referred  by  them  are  given  attention. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 
Infestation  Order,  1943 

The  above  Act  is  implemented  throughout  the  area.  A 
full-time  rodent  operative  is  employed  for  the  purpose,  and 
additional  labour  is  recruited  for  sewer  work  as  necessary. 
The  Ministry  of  Food  system  of  pre-baiting  is  employed  and 
found  to  be  a thoroughly  efficient  remedy  for  infestations  by 
these  pests. 

The  Public  are  now  fully  aware  of  the  services  operated  by 
your  Authority  and  numerous  complaints  are  received  from  time 
to  time  concerning  rat  infestations  occurring  in  widely  diverse 
areas.  Assistance  has  also  been  given  during  the  years  to  works, 
canteens  and  collieries  troubled  with  rodent  infestation.  In 
so  far  as  collieries  are  concerned  the  heavy  infestations  some- 
times found  on  surface  level  may  at  some  future  date  require 
an  underground  treatment  to  be  undertaken. 


As  indicated  in  the  following  table  of  rodent  destruction 
work  during  the  year,  nearly  7,004  baits  have  been  laid.  Apart 
from  the  destruction  caused  by  rats  and  mice  their  demonstrably 
close  connection  with  food  poisoning  outbreaks  makes  this 
service  of  vital  importance. 
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RODENT  DESTRUCTION,  1948 


Shops  Acts,  1912-1938 


During  the  year  under  review  shop  premises  within  the  ^ 
area  have  been  inspected  to  ensure  that  there  was  compliance  “ 
with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts. 


Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  conditions  under 
which  employees  worked.  In  all  cases  where  improvements 
were  necessary  they  were  effected  without  service  of  notice  or 
prosecution. 


Small  business  premises  with  living  quarters  attached  have 
caused  some  small  difficulty  with  regard  to  closing  hours.  The 
occupiers  were  in  all  cases  made  aware  of  the  penalties  involved 
and  invariably  complied  with  instructions  to  adhere  to  the 
statutory  times. 


Housing — Inspection,  Demolition  and  Repair 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  which  was  completed  during 
1947  indicated  clearly  the  housing  circumstances  in  the  area. 
It  is  obvious  that  action  to  deal  with  the  findings  of  the  Survey 
is  dependent  upon  two  factors,  viz.,  building  labour  and  building 
materials.  These  factors,  particularly  the  former,  are  in  the 
smaller  provincial  districts  closely  linked  with  the  construction 
of  new  houses.  In  the  larger  cities  may  be  found  building 
contractors  who  specialise  in  large  scale  house  construction,  and 
general  builders  who  mainly  undertake  house  repairs.  In  the 
smaller  districts  such  as  ours  most  building  contractors  under- 
take both  classes  of  work.  The  repair  of  existing  property 
therefore  must  be  effected  in  such  a way  as  not  to  prejudice  the 
construction  of  new  houses. 


The  Survey  findings  are  again  appended  in  order  that  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem  may  be  emphasised. 


Houses 

Surveyed  Category  1 Category  2 Category  3 Category  4 
8,410  4,736  2,097  1,226^  351 

3,323 

Houses  requiring  repair. 
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The  pertinent  figures  for  comment  in  this  section  of  the 
Report  are  the  3,323  premises  requiring  repair  to  a varying 
degree,  and  the  351  premises  requiring  demolition.  It  will  be 
Iseen  that  any  immediate  large  scale  effort  to  reduce  these  figures 
would  completely  absorb  the  building  force  of  the  area,  thereby 
affecting  the  erection  of  new  houses,  and  also  by  demolition 
add  to  the  already  considerable  applications  for  Council 
houses. 

Action  during  the  year  has  concentrated  upon  improving 
housing  circumstances  within  the  limits  of  the  preceding  facts 
and  under  the  following  general  principles. 


1 — Repair 


An  endeavour  has  been  made  to  improve  existing  property 
by  action  under  Section  92  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  rather 
than  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The  former  section 
enables  the  requirements  of  a notice  to  be  selected  and  enables 
the  more  urgent  defects  to  be  remedied  while  leaving  the  less 
urgent,  though  still  necessary  work,  to  some  future  date.  Such 
selection  is  precluded  by  the  term  of  the  latter  section.  It  is 
felt  that  this  policy,  enabling  as  it  does  limited  action  over  a 
wider  area,  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  complete  renovation  of  a 
far  lesser  number  of  properties. 


2 — Demolition 


The  closure  or  demolition  of  properties  is  resorted  to 
only  when 


(a)  the  premises  are  in  Category  4 and  structurally  dan- 
gerous, or 

( b ) the  premises  are  in  Category  4 and  the  occupant  is  being 
re-housed  on  grounds  other  than  the  condition  of 
the  house. 


10  *?10n  during  this  year  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 

1936,  has  resulted  in  the  closure  of  seven  such  premises  and 
while  some  346  other  houses  in  the  area  are  equally  incapable 
ot  repair  at  reasonable  cost,  their  elimination  must  regrettably 

fof  hoeusesb  y’  aWait  3 Substantial  reduction  in  the  waiting  lists 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 


(1)  (a) 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts) 


1,219 


( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,590 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  (above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  1,219 


( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,390 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  32 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  1,219 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

% 

(a)  by  Owners  (in  process  of  completion)  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(in  process  of  completion)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 232 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  36 

(a)  by  Owners  36 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Njj 


{d)  Proceedings 
1936  : 


under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  1 espect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having 
been  rendered  fit  . 
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Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV.— Overcrowding 


(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  434# 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 724 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  3,295 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding,  reported 

during  the  year 39 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 73 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  334 

( d ) Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  Nil 

Milk  Supply 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies 

and  Milkshops  during  the  year  191 

(b)  Number  of  Cowsheds  erected  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  Cowsheds  which  were  internally  re- 

conditioned, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement 
concrete,  additional  windows  fixed  for  improving 
the  lighting  and  ventilation,  new  stalls  and 
troughs,  etc.,  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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(d)  New  Dairies  erected  ... 


Nil 


^ (<?)  Number  of  Cowsheds  limewashed  on  internal  sur- 
faces of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the 
result  of  informal  action  taken  23 


Samples  of  graded  and  ungraded  milk  have  been  taken 
frequently.  Particulars  of  these  are  given  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 


Meat 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  is,  under  an  Order  made  in 
1940,  centralised  at  Swansea  and  Llandilo.  Meat  for  consump- 
tion within  the  area  is  delivered  by  van  from  these  establish- 
ments to  allocation  depots  at  Clydach  and  Ystalyfera,  local 
distribution  being  effected  from  these  depots. 


The  transport  and  handling  of  meat  to  and  at  retail 
establishments  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Frequent 
inspections  were  made  of  the  vans  used  for  carrying  the  meat 
prior  to  allocation.  While  the  vans  are  in  general  structurally 
suited  for  the  purpose,  no  provision  was  made  for  the  transport 
of  offal.  Representations  were  made  to  the  responsible 
authorities,  and  as  a result,  metal  containers  were  provided. 


Butchers’  Shops 

Inspections  of  butchers  shops  and  vans  engaged  in  meat 
delivery  in  the  area— 288. 


In  view  of  the  food  poisoning  outbreaks  associated  with 
meat  products  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  manufacture 
of  these  products  at  local  retail  establishments.  A general 
high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found,  as  in  past  years,  to 
obtain  in  these  premises. 
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Other  Foods 


(a)  Unfit  Foods 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 


Wet  Fish  ... 

40  stones 

Tinned  Milk 

61  tins(|-pt.) 

Jam 

10  lbs. 

Butter 

102  lbs. 

Fruit  (dried) 

36  lbs. 

Cheese 

87 £ lbs. 

Sweets 

168  „ (Flood)  Chocolate 

530  bars 

Meat 

613f  lbs. 

(Flood) 

Sugar 

23  lbs. 

Split  Peas 

14  lbs. 

Biscuits 

6*  lbs. 

Jelly 

27  pkts. 

Tinned  Meat 

63  tins 

Tinned  Fruit 

1 1 1 tins 

Fruit  Tarts... 

26 

Assorted  Tins  219  tins 

Margarine  ... 

16  lbs. 

Fats 

14  lbs. 

Macaroni  ... 

30  lbs. 

Bacon 

66|  lbs. 

Flour 

1 cwt.,  31  lbs. 

Vermicelli 

14  lbs. 

Tea 

3£  lbs. 

Eggs 

3 dozen 

In  every  case  certificates  were  given  to  the  retailer  in  order 
to  ensure  replacement  of  stock. 


(b)  Sale  and  Storage  of  Foods 

Supervision  of  food  premises  is  exercised  under  Section  13, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Routine  inspections  are  also  carried 
out  during  Shops  Acts  inspections.  Efforts  are  made  to  ensure 
that  food  sold  in  the  area  is,  prior  to  sale,  stored  in  structurally 
sound  and  clean  conditions,  and  that  no  contamination  occurs 
at  any  time.  Card  index  records  of  these  premises  are  main- 
tained in  the  Department. 


(c)  Icecream 

The  powers  reviewed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1947  have 
been  implemented  during  this  year.  The  new  plants  ordered 
by  local  manufacturers  have  been  delivered  in  a number  of 
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cases.  These  plants  are  capable  of  producing  icecream  of  a 
high  bacteriological  standard  when  properly  operated.  They 

Oare,  however,  complex  in  comparison  with  pre-Regulation 
plants  when  such  matters  as  temperature,  control  and  sterilisa- 
tion are  considered.  Inefficient  cleansing  and  sterilisation 
result  in  unsatisfactory  products  and  negate  the  purpose  for 
which  such  plants  have  been  made  compulsory. 

Manufacturers  have  therefore  been  given  guidance  as  to 
methods  of  cleansing  and  sterilisation.  New  types  of  chemical 
detergents  and  sterilisers  have  been  developed  specifically  for 
icecream  plant  and  server  sterilisation  and  these  products  have 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  possible  users.  It  has  been  noted 
that  there  is  evident  among  manufacturers  in  the  area  a general 
desire  to  produce  a satisfactory  product  and  it  is  felt  that  upon 
this  foundation  much  can  be  achieved  in  the  way  of  clean 
icecream  production. 


(d)  Catering  Premises 

Action  with  regard  to  these  premises  has  been  concerned 
mainly  with  the  adoption  of  hygienic  practices.  As  with 
icecream  premises,  cafes  and  canteens  have  been  urged  to 
adopt  detergents  and  sterilising  agents  for  the  efficient  cleansing 
of  crockery  and  cutlery.  Full  co-operation  has  been  received 
and  recommendations  made  on  site  or  by  later  communication 
have  been  invariably  adopted. 


Departmental  Distribution  of 

D.D.T.  Powder 

Disinfectant  

D.D.T.  Spray 

Rat  Biscuits 
Soap  (Disinfectant) 


Disinfectants  and  Insecticides 

333  packets 

114  tins  and  bottles  (various) 
344  bottles  (various) 

188  issues 
145  lbs. 


Contact  poisons  in  the  form  of  D.D.T.  have  again  proved 
of  inestimable  value  in  combating  insect  infestations.  They 
are  simple  of  application  and  in  combination  with  “Knock- 
down types  of  insecticides  provide  an  effective  agent  for 
insect  destruction. 
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The  above  table  will  indicate  that 
have  been  eradicated  during  the  year, 
upon  complaint  and  appropriate  action 


numerous  infestations 
These  are  dealt  with 
taken  in  each  case. 


The  greatest  problem  in  this  section  is  the  disinfestation 
of  the  effects  of  prospective  Council  House  tenants  prior  to 
entry.  It  is  felt  that  the  matter  needs  active  consideration, 
and  proposals  to  that  effect  will  shortly  be  placed  before  your 
authority. 


Infectious  Diseases 


1 —  Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Disease  cases 136 

2 —  Number  of  premises  fumigated  or  otherwise  disinfected  124 

3 —  Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  steam  disinfected  124 

4 —  (a)  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed 

after  Tuberculosis 1 

(b)  Compensation  paid  for  such  bedding  under 

Section  167,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  £5/10/- 

Householders  were  provided  with  disinfectant  and  disin- 
fecting soap,  precautionary  measures  for  preventing  spread 
of  infection  being  fully  explained.  Special  attention  was 
paid  to  those  cases  nursed  at  home.  All  children  of  school 
age  were  excluded  for  the  appropriate  time. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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